The St. Marys River Remedial
Action Plan:

A Community Perspective



St. Marys River
Binational Public Adv isory Council

The St. Mary River BPAC is composed of Stakeholders
and Citizens from Both Countries Including:

* The Cities of Sault, On and Michigan  Lake Superior State University
e American Indian Tribes « Waterfront Property Owners
« Public Health Agencies from M| and ON * Environmental Groups

* Private Industry






Historically, the River
~lowed Freely over the
Rapids (Bawaakting)

e Supported a remarkable
fishery making Bawaakting
one of the most important
gathering places for
the Anishinabe



Today, 80% of the water from
Lake Superior flows through
two hydroelectric Power Plants
while the rest is controlled by
compensating gates



St. Marys River Listed as
AOC Due to 11 Beneficial
Use Impairments (BUIS)



Beneficial Use Impairments

* Restrictions on Fish Consumption

* Fish Tumours and Other Deformities



Beneficial Use Impairments

« Degradation of Fish and Wildlife
Populations

« Degradation of Benthos



Beneficial Use Impairments

« Beach Closures

 Restrictions on Dredging Activities



Beneficial Use Impairments

* Loss of Fish and Wildlife Habitat

 Eutrophication and Undesirable Algae



Beneficial Use Impairments

» Degradation of Aesthetics






BPAC Achievements Since 1988

* |dentification of Impairments and Conditions
* Development of Water Use Goals

* |dentification of Remediation Needs and Options

« Assessment of Community Programs and Projects
* Development of Delisting Criteria

 Establishment of BPAC Office at Lake Superior
State University



Annual Environmental Summit Since 2003
Has Been Successful in Engaging the Community



BPAC Has Participated in Many
Community Activities Related
To Improving Watershed
Ecology

Through the BPAC Office
~ommunity Volunteers Have Participated
In Stream Cleanups and Monitoring
Projects



Both Saults Have Invested in Improvements
To Sanitary Sewer Systems

* City of Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, Is in process of separating
sanitary sewers from storm sewers over ten year period.

« City of Sault Ste. Marie, Canada has constructed overflow tanks
at problem areas in city,
also routed sewage away
from East End

 Sault, ON also
constructing secondary
treatment facilities at
East End plant



Pressure from BPAC Helped Lead to
Upgrades in Sewage Treatment Plant



1983

Zone (mg/kg) Range (mg/kg)
[] <1000 210-930 « point source discharge location
1,050 - 1,870 (moderate)
2,050 - 17,630 (heavy)




Other On-Going Issues Include Highly
Degraded Urban Tributaries



These Are the Same Streams as They Flow
Through the City of Sault Ste. Marie



