
Lake Superior Beach 
Monitoring and Great 

Lakes Sanitary Surveys



Purpose of the Beach 
Monitoring Program

ÅUnited States coastal waters ïincluding 
the Great Lakes

ÅMonitor bacterial contamination at 
beaches using indicator bacteria

ÅCommunicate the data and health risks 
to the public 

ÅUtilize alternative notification methods



How is the risk of disease 
reduced?

1. Monitor water quality for indicator 
bacteria

2. Notify public of results via the internet, a 
telephone hotline, email alerts, media and 
signs on the beach

3. Evaluate data to determine chronic 
pollution problems 

4. Address potential pollution concerns



Beach Monitoring on 
Lake Superior

ÅMinnesota : 40 monitored beaches; 
126/235 CFU/100 mL for advisories; 
MNBeaches.org

ÅWisconsin : 40 monitored beaches; 235 
CFU/100 mL for advisories and 1000 
CFU/100 mL for closure; 
www.wibeaches.us

ÅMichigan : 33 monitored beaches; 
www.deq.state.mi.us/beach/public/



Minnesota Lake Superior Beach Advisories
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*Note: 2 problematic 
harbor-side beaches 
were added to the 
program in 2004



Why do we care about human 
pathogens in the water?


