Frequently Asked Questions about Sea Grant proposal budgets:

1.  How will the proposal be awarded?

There are potentially 3 parts to each award:  (1) The research project (proposed budget spelled out on the 90-4); (2) Research Assistantship (the funds for the RA are in addition to the research funds.  We ask that you indicate your request for a RA on the 90-4, (section: A.2.c.) listing the number of people and the number of months (50% = 6 mns).; and (3) Shiptime (requested on bottom of 90-4).      

2.  Should I include indirect costs (IDC)?

· If you are PI from within the U of MN system – NO, do not include in your budget page calculations (90-4 form)

· If you are a non-U of MN PI  - YES, the IDC rate should be a part of your total request.

3.  Should I include the salary information for the research assistant (RA)/ graduate student?

· NO – There are potentially 3 parts to each award:  (1) The research project (proposed budget spelled out on the 90-4); (2) Research Assistantship (We encourage each proposal to request a RA/graduate student at 50% effort over 12 months for each of the two years. The funds for the RA are in addition to the research funds.  We ask that you indicate your request for a RA on the 90-4, (section: A.2.c.) listing the number of people and the number of months (50% = 6 mns).  If your project is awarded we will contact you regarding your departments RA rates.); and (3) Shiptime (requested on bottom of 90-4).      
·  It makes things easier for us that way. We include the cost for RAs in a separate budget when we submit our package to NOAA Sea Grant. 

· However, if you want additional (> 50%) summer salary for your RA, then you should include this in your budget, calling the student a technician. For example, if you want to pay your RA at 75% during the summer, then put in a technician’s salary for 25% time for the summer months. 

4.  Is it a requirement that I request a RA/graduate student?

· NO

5.  Should I list ship time requests?

· Yes, but only for time on the large boats that have to be rented. There is a “shiptime” request line which includes the estimated rates at the bottom of the 90-4 budget form.  

·  For Blue Heron details visit www.d.umn.edu/llo/facilities/blueheron.html. Contact Doug Ricketts at (218) 726-7826 for questions relating to the boat.

6. Can my project start and end dates be something other than Feb. 1, 2010 to Jan. 31, 2012?

· YES. You cannot start before Feb. 1, 2010, but we will entertain any reasonable start date between Feb. 1 and July 1, 2010. 

· However, you cannot have a project period that lasts longer than 24 months, so your end data must be no more than 24 months after your start date. 

· We hope that start date flexibility will better allow you to complete your project within a 24 month period. 

