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Mackinac County Water Safety 

Review Team

ÅOrganized in 1998 shortly after the 
drowning of 12 year old Travis Brown 
at U.S. Forest Service Lake Michigan 
campground.

ÅIncrease public awareness of rip 
currents in the Great Lakes.

ÅPrevent future drownings in high risk 
area of northern Lake Michigan in 
Mackinac county



Water Safety Team Members

Å Travis Brown Family

Å Mackinac County Sheriffôs 
Dept.

Å Michigan State Police

Å Mackinac Co Office of 
Emergency Services

Å MSU Extension and Sea 
Grant

Å St. Ignace Chamber of 
Commerce

Å Allied EMS

Å Mackinac County 911

Å St. Ignace News

Å National Weather Service

Å Luce, Mackinac, Alger, 
Schoolcraft County Health 
Dept.

Å Hiawatha National Forest

Å First National Bank of St. 
Ignace

Å Cellular One

Å Dune Shores Resort

Å Moran Township

Å MI Dept. Of Transportation

Å MI DNR

Å U.S. Coast Guard

Å Marine Hydrodynamics 
Laboratories (U.M.)



Mackinac County Water Safety 

Review Team Projects

ÅBrochure 
development

ÅPublic outreach

ÅRip current signage

ÅRescue stations

ÅLogo contest

ÅPublic service 
announcements

ÅGreat Lakes Rip 
Current Conference



Brochure Development

ÅLocal brochure 

produced by 

Mackinac County 

Water Safety Review 

Team



National Brochure

ÅNational brochure 

supported by 10 Sea 

Grant Programs 

including MI and WI 

Sea Grant

http://66.98.138.55/%7Eadmin92/store/cart.php?m=product_detail&p=23


Public Outreach: Rip Current Display

ÅRip current 

education display

ÅUsed in conjunction 

with training events 

such as state park 

training and various 

educational fairs


